78               HEINRICH VON TREITSCHKE

bureaucracy, did not exist in middle and upper Italy. The
keener wits of the extreme particularists clearly foresaw
that a bureaucracy, which suppressed the municipal spirit
without creating a provincial spirit in its place, was assisting
the progress towards a centralised State.

" We see, then, that a long series of historical facts, which
did not exist in Germany, smoothed the path of the Italians
towards the centralised State. But we must not forget the
most important factor of all, the political and moral rejuven-
escence of the national spirit. What a change of heart since
Machiavelli, on the threshold of the modern world, indicated
the direction of the political development of his country
with the great words ' ad ognuno puzza questo barbaro
dominio!' A nation which had been disdained for its
cowardice, and which had confirmed the unfavourable
opinion of the world by its revolution of 1820, finds the
courage for a heroic struggle ; the nation which had invented
the name of dilettantism, acquires the energy for persevering
and devoted political labour; in the land of political murder
there ensues a revolution conspicuous for its moral purity,
and indeed, when we consider the atrocities of the dynasties,
astonishing in its moderation ; finally in the classic land of
sectarianism, of mistrust, of irreconcilable feuds, the noble
elements of bitterly antagonistic parties are seen uniting to
work for a common end. So this memorable movement
went forward with the certainty of a natural force; and,
as it slowly advanced, it shifted its camp from the undis-
ciplined provinces of the South to the regions of the North,
the regions of a maturer political culture. Gradually
it became divested of its party character, and, in the place
of the colours of the Carbonari, it hoisted the national
tricolour. Strong in her purpose, Piedmont advanced into
Italy ; she began to adopt the language and the customs of
the great mother-country; and whereas, sixty years ago,
Italy still ' ended at the Garigliano/ now, even in the most
forsaken districts of the South, all noble hearts are kindled
by the national idea/'1

1 Hist, und fol. Aufsatze, ii. pp. 226-30.